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Middle Grade Explorations 



"If the impossible is possible anywhere, it'll be possible in Eerie-On-Sea"

Welcome to the sleepy beach town of Eerie-on-Sea! Malamander was
one of our favorite read alouds last year...so much so that we are

reading it again! Since we are Lapbook lovers at our house, I decided to
create a simple Lapbook to go along with our Book Club here at the

Booknerd Cafe! You can go at your own pace or read along with us! I am
excited for you to meet Herbie, Violet, and the entire gang!

Written By: Thomas Taylor

Illustrated by: Tom Booth

MALAMAND E R



MALAMANDER
Written By: Thomas Taylor

Illustrated By: Tom Booth

Lapbook Cover Option 1- Cut this out and use for cover of lapbook. Glue it

down and then cut up the middle. Option 2 on next page! 



M
A
L
A
M

A
N

D
E
R

W
ri
tt

e
n
 b

y:
 T

h
o

m
a

s 
Ta

yl
o

r

Ill
u
st

ra
te

d
 b

y:
 T

o
m

 B
o

o
th D
ra

w
 y

o
u
r 

o
w

n
 M

a
la

m
a

n
d

e
r

Cover Option 2- Glue to left and right side of lapbook



As you start to read Malamander you may notice that author Thomas

Taylor uses quite a lot of ocean-themed names for the places and

characters in his book! For example...The Grand Nautilus Hotel, Lady

Kraken, and Mr. Mollusc all share ocean related names.

The first piece of our lapbook will be a special pocket to hold definitions

of all of these words! Cut out Herbie's Lost-and-Founders trunk below,

add a small bit of glue along the two sides and the bottom but leave the

top open. We will slide the words into the trunk as we learn them!

NAUTILUS

MOLLUSC

KRAKEN

Read Chapters 1-4

Below are our first words. Cut out the words and write the
definition on the back of the paper. Then slide each word into the

trunk.



We will be meeting A LOT of really fun, zany, and plucky characters

throughout the story. As each new character gets introduced, we will add

them into our suitcase. 

On one of the Lost Item Tags draw a picture of the character based on

the details written by the author. You can also add some descriptive

words about the character on the back if you would like! I have also

included some blank tags so you can add more characters if you would

like! Glue two sides and bottom of suitcase!

Herbie Lemon Violet Parma Mr.Mollusc

Read Chapters 1-4



BOAT HOOK MAN LADY KRAKEN

In Chapters 5 through 8 we meet several more interesting characters!

Let's add them to the suitcase!

Read Chapters 1-4

Read Chapters 5-8

Sebastian Eels Mrs. Hanniver The Mermonkey



In Chapter 7 we meet Sebastian Eels. He also shares a very ocean-

themed name. Cut out the card below and write the definition for Eels on

the back of it. Add it to your trunk.

In Chapter 8, Violet is dispensed her book from The Mermonkey. Her book

is The Malamander by Captain K. We are going to cut out the book and

add it to the lapbook. Create your own book cover and add the title and

author of Violet's book, The Malamander.

Throughout our book, the story of the Malamander is refered to as a

"Legend". Inside your Malamander book, write the definition of "Legend"

and tell us if you can think of any other stories that are legends!

Eels

Read Chapters 5-8

Cut out the book and write the name and author on the front. Fold in half and
on the inside define "Legend" and also write the title of another Legend.


